
 

‘The very stones will cry out’ 

Activity suggestions for Maundy Thursday to Easter Day 2020 

Maundy Thursday 

‘Jesus knowing . . .that he had come from God and was returning to God, got up from 

the meal and took off his outer robe. Then he took a towel and wrapped it around his 

waist. He poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ dirty feet and 

dry them with his towel’    John 13: 3-5 

On this day many of us would normally gather together to remember Jesus 

sharing a last meal with his friends, and his extraordinary act of humility and love 

expressed in washing their feet.  In many churches, and within the Community 

Easter Workshop, this would include the opportunity to wash one another’s feet. In 

these days of not being able to gather together foot washing will be difficult, except 

within your own household.  However, God sees the intention and longing of our 

hearts – so why not gather some stones either from your garden or along the path of 

your daily exercise, or maybe use stones you have been gathered from places you’ve 

visited and now just gather dust. Let each of the stones represent someone, living or 

dead, who’s feet you wish you could wash today as an act of blessing, gratitude, 

forgiveness or reconciliation. 

Light a candle, if you have one, to acknowledge the presence of Christ with 

you. Like Jesus, pour water into a bowl and take up a towel. Taking each stone in 

turn, think about the person it represents as you tenderly wash and dry it. Take the 

clean stones and build a mini cairn of  blessing with them.  (You might want to place 

them on a window sill or a place where they can stay for the weekend) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

 ‘When they came to the place that is known as The Skull, the guards crucified 

Jesus, nailing him on the centre cross between two criminals. While they were 

nailing Jesus to the cross he prayed over and over, “Father, forgive them, for they 

don’t know what they are doing.”’    Luke 23: 33-34 

On this Good Friday many of us might normally be joining in with processions of 

witness or walking the way with Jesus to the cross, perhaps following the stations of 

the cross as we went. Today, as we ‘journey with Jesus’ within the restrictions of our 

own homes, why not light a Christ candle and then take the stones from your blessing 

cairn and form them into the shape of the cross. ( If you want to follow the stations of 

the cross move a stone into place after each station ). If you have some tea-lights 

 



 

place one at the heart of the cross, and possibly interweave stones and lights, to 

demonstrate the depth of love, forgiveness and reconciliation poured out for us from 

the cross.  At the end of your time blow out the Christ candle as a recognition of 

Jesus’ death – the Light of the world was extinguished . . .for a while. 

 

 

 

 

Holy Saturday  

‘  So (Joseph) took the body from the cross and wrapped it in a winding sheet of linen 

and placed it in a new, unused tomb chiselled out of solid rock. 

It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was fast approaching. The women . . . saw 

all this take place and watched as the body was laid in the tomb. Afterwards they 

returned home and prepared fragrant spices and ointments and were planning to 

anoint his body after the Sabbath was completed . . .’    Luke 23 : 53-56 

On this Holy Saturday, when Jesus’ friends thought it was all over, wait and 

watch and grieve with those who mourn. Why not take your stones from the cross 

 



 

and wrap them in a clean cloth – a handkerchief, tea-towel or pillow case would all 

do – and leave the enshrouded stones by your unlit candle. Maybe, like the women, 

you would like to be able to ‘do something’ for your Lord. If you have access to herbs 

or spices why not lovingly sprinkle some on the cloth, as the women would have 

loved to have been able to do for Jesus.  Sit for a while and hold those who are 

grieving in your heart. If it is you that is grieving, be gentle with yourself, and know 

that others in the Community hold you. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday 

‘ Very early that Sunday morning, the women made their way to the tomb. . . but the 

tomb was empty. The body of Jesus was gone!  . . Suddenly two men appeared in 

dazzling white robes . . .(and) said to them, “ Why would you look for the living One 

in a tomb? He is not here, for he has risen! . . .”’     Luke 24:1-5 

Happy Easter! Rejoice in this new day, rejoice in the Good News of the 

Resurrection and let the wonder of it all take your breath away!  

 



 

Today unwrap your stones from their linen cloth. Fold up the cloth, as the 

tomb clothes were, and place it beside the Christ candle as you relight it with 

celebration. Take the stones and form them into a circle of blessing around your 

Christ light. If you have access to spring flowers place some by your circle to 

celebrate the rebirth of nature after the dark winter. Sing an Easter hymn of 

celebration. 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 


