
  
 
 
 
 
I am for peace: Musings on peace-making, with lights and prayers.  

* indicates a change of reader. 

All say together sections in bold type. 

The section in the box should be said by each in turn. 

  
In each section of this liturgy a candle or candles are lit. If all seven sections are used, either 
decide in advance who will light each candle, or leave it open for anyone to do so. A person, 
group, place or country may be named as candles are lit. 
  
The seven candles are lit for: 

1. victims of violence, and those who live in fear; 
2. those who pray for peace, and keep vigil; 
3. those who become identified with a place, or people and share their life; 
4. any who enable the silenced to be heard, their pain articulated, and their story told; 
5. all who campaign for justice and confront the powerful as advocates for the 

powerless; 
6. bringers of conciliation between enemies or those estranged, and separated; 
7. peace in us. 

 
  

When life is lived in the shadow of a sword 
every day becomes precious, 
for tomorrow may never come. 

  
• We pray for all who are victims of war and confrontation. 

  
• We pray for all who live with violence and uncertainty. 

  
• We pray for all who live with threat and danger: 

Some are unsafe because of political turmoil and unrest. 
Some are in danger from acts of racial hatred. 
Others live with the recurring threat of domestic violence. 

  
We pray for all who live with threat and danger. 

  
• Teach us to honour and protect the vulnerable, 

and to value life itself. 
  
  

The first candle is lit. 
  



  
We light this candle, and remember those in our world who daily live in fear. 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
• We remember the example of Aidan of Lindisfarne, 

and how once the prayers of Aidan averted an attacking army. 
  

• We light a candle for all who pray,  
  
  

The second candle is lit. 
  
  

keeping vigil 
that peace may come. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

   
• Aidan and his loyal band of brothers, 

their spirit drenched in the gentleness 
and humility of Christ, demonstrated 
the love of God by the way they lived. 
 
 

• Their consuming passion was to be 
among the people in their appalling poverty, 
recognising the pain and pride that fuelled 
their superstition and their attachment 
to the old gods; to teach them to rightly 
read the great book of God’s creation 
and the Gospel book of grace. 
They identified with the people. 

 
 

• We pray for all in our world who have chosen 
to live among the poor and unprotected. 

  
 
• We light a candle for all who have said, 
  
  

The third candle is lit 
  
 
‘Here am I, let me be identified 
with these people.’ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 



  
• We applaud the example of Adamnan of Iona, 

who opposed the exploiting of women, and 
campaigned for the freeing of prisoners of war. 

  
• We pray for all who speak out 

for those whose voice cannot be heard, 
the silenced and abused. 

  
• We light a candle…  

  
The fourth candle is lit 

  
for those whose passion 
is to enable the silenced to be heard, their pain 
articulated, and their story told. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

Teach us not to feel powerless in the face of injustice. 
  
  

• We remember those who confront the powerful  
as advocates for the powerless.    

  
• We light a candle… 
  

The fifth candle is lit 
  

and remember all who 
campaign tirelessly that justice may come. 
We lift their hands, and pray that they do not 
become weary in their struggle. 

   
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

Sometimes the path of peace is hard to search for 
  

• We honour the courage of  
King Aldfrith of Northumbria who said, 

 
 

‘Any quarrel merits mediation’ 
and 
‘Peace is better even than a successful war.’ 

 
Give us the courage to be known as peacemakers. 

  



• When we feel outnumbered, 
out-argued or overwhelmed, 
give us courage to say, 
‘I stand for peace. 

  
  I stand for peace 
  

• Even though strong lions rage, 
still I am for peace. 

  
• We light a candle… 
  

The sixth candle is lit 
  

and pray for all 
who minister peace by bringing conciliation, 
so enemies can find common understanding, 
and the estranged be reconciled. 

  
• God of Aidan, God of Adamnan and Aldfrith, 

teach us, like them, to study peace, 
to seek peace and pursue it. 

  
Teach us the ways of Your Christ. 

  
• In every part of the wide world 

He puts an end to war. 
  

• He breaks the bow. 
  

• He snaps the spear. 
 
 
He comes as Prince of Peace. 

  
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

• We remember that peace-making 
must begin inside ourselves. 

  
• Saying,  

   ‘Foster peace in every place!’ 
  

Bless-ed are the peacemakers. 
  

• We say, 
   ‘Introduce peace to your household.’ 

  
Bless-ed are the peacemakers 



  
• We guard the miracle of peace-making,  

saying, 
   ‘Protect peace, nourish peace. 
   Make peace your close companion.’ 

  
Let peace disarm the strong. 

  
• We say to others: 

   ‘Peace will bring you to a spacious place 
   within your own soul, 
   and wherever its generosity is welcomed.’ 

  
• We remember that peace-making must begin  

inside ourselves  
  

The seventh candle is lit 
 
and light this candle that we too may find peace  
and live from its inner springs. 

  
  

May we find peace, 
and live from its inner springs. 

  
  

Andy Raine 
  
  
 


