
  

  
 

    

  

Gathering Alone-Together, we come to renew our Vows,  

in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
Amen 

 

* I look around me and I see… 

*   hatred and violence 

*   racism and destruction of the earth 

*   worship of consumerism and nationalism 

a clinging to the way things have been, at any cost. 

  

*   In a time of pain, brokenness and lamentation, 

Call out in me again 

a willingness to love and serve. 

  

* Seven times a day, as I work upon this hungry farm, I say to Thee, 
‘Lord, why am I here? What is there here to stir my gifts for growth? 
What great thing can I do for others – I who am captive to this dreary 
toil?’ 

* And seven times a day Thou answerest, ‘I cannot do without thee. 
Once did My Son live thy life, and by His faithfulness did show My 

mind, My kindness, and My truth to men. But now He is come to my 
side, and thou must take His place.’[1]   

 

Renewal of Vows 2022 Easter Sunday: A Call to Relinquish Control



*When days seem dark, and I feel lonely and discouraged, 

then give me glimpses of Your glory to sustain me. 

  
* I have learned to abandon my own plans without complaint, 

though often my ready smile lay close about the wells of weeping.  
  
* Jesus says, ‘Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the 
ground, dead to the world, it is never any more than a grain of wheat. 
But if it is buried, it sprouts and reproduces itself many times over. In 
the same way, anyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys that 
life. But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you’ll have it forever, 
real and eternal’. [2] 

 

*To everything there is a season.  With the soil softened by my tears, 

come harvest time, come the Spring, come the day of Resurrection, let 
LIFE abound. 

 

* When nearly everything in me wants to control my surroundings, 

help me to be AVAILABLE. 

* When I want to close down and for the tide to be perpetually ‘in’ 

help me to be AVAILABLE. 

 

Lord, we say YES to availability, following in the way of Jesus. 

Yes to the cell, yes to hospitality, yes to prayer and yes to missional 
living. Yes to discovering what each of these things look like afresh, 
in every place where we are. 

  

Call out in us again 

a willingness to love and serve. 

  

* When I look at others and think I already know all about them, and I 
want to harden my heart, 

help me to be intentionally, deliberately VULNERABLE. 

* When I think to weep is weak and to express pain is foolishness, 



help me to be intentionally, deliberately VULNERABLE 

* When fear grips me and I make choices only for a sense of being 
right, being safe, being acceptable, 

help me to be intentionally, deliberately VULNERABLE 

*All my days I will grow safe, deep in Your shadow; strong in hope, we 
know your ways are true.  
  

Lord, we say YES to intentional, deliberate vulnerability, following 
in the way of Jesus. 

Yes to being teachable, yes to the heretical imperative, yes to 
living without walls. Yes to being open and present to these things 
in the time in which we live. 

  

Call out in me again 

a willingness to love and serve. 

 

  

*Risen Christ, speak my name, that I may turn and recognize you 
afresh. 

*Risen Christ, speak Peace, that the energy of my fear might be 
transformed to courage. 

*Risen Christ, breathe on me the breath of life and teach me to 
number my days. 

*Risen Christ, give me glimpses of green and gold across the land. 

*Risen Christ, in your body and in your life, everything connects. 
Seeing or not seeing, touching or not touching, I believe.  Help my 
unbelief. 

* Risen Christ, never remove us from your presence, from your 
humanity, from your glory. 

* Risen Christ, when we realise it’s you, we laugh in amazement. The 
wildest dreams we’d ever had haven’t been half wild enough. 

  



Teach me to dream again, to hope again, 

* with my heart already in tune with Heaven. 

 

With Eata, Aidan, Cuthbert, Hilda and all the Saints, we bless you. 

 

Let us embody your ready kindness in our day, 

For things will not be as they were before. 

 

                                                                                                             
Whatever else may change, 
together we say YES to availability 
together we say YES to intentional, deliberate vulnerability. 
 

This is our life and vow, 

*   help us, God! 

Amen.                                                                                            
                                                                                                   
        
  

 

  

  
 

 
[1] Hebridean Altars,  Meditation for Day 21 from Celtic Daily Prayer 1: The Journey 
Begins (Collins: London 2015) © Northumbria Community 

  
[2] John 12:24 Peterson, Eugene H. The Message: The Bible in Contemporary 
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